
Start Your Career Path in Pharmacy

Pharmacy careers play a critical role in healthcare by connecting scientific knowledge with 
direct patient care. Pharmacists and pharmacy technicians help ensure medications are used 
safely and effectively, prevent harmful drug interactions, provide immunizations, and educate 
patients about their treatments. Remember, no career path is the same. For the most up-to-
date information, contact the school or business.

I

*(2 - 4 years, may earn Bachelor’s 
Degree but not required) Check 
local colleges and universities for 
courses that satisfy prerequisite 

requirements for Doctor of 
Pharmacy (PharmD) programs.   

**(3 - 4 years depending 
on program) 

***Specialized pharmacy 
career opportunities are 
available across nearly all 

clinical practice areas.

****Non-Clinical Alternative 
paths can lead to leadership 

roles.

Reach out to a counselor at your high school, local community college, 
or four-year college or university. For more information, visit: virginiahealthcareers.org

= Certification Required = Fee Payment Required= Education Required

Entry Level
Pharmacy Technician
(Certification – CPHT)*

High School

Undergrad & 
Pre-Pharmacy*

Doctor of Pharmacy 
(PharmD)**

UMPJE
Licensure Exam 

NAPLEX 
Licensure Exam 

PGY2 Residency
(Specialty)

PGY1 Residency
Specialized
Careers***

Licensed Community 
(Retail) Pharmacist 

Licensed Long-term 
Care Pharmacist

Licensed Hospital 
Pharmacist 

Licensed
Clinical Pharmacist

Clinical Research Pharmacy 
Informatics

Non-Clinical
Alternative Paths****

AcademiaPharmaceutical 
Industry 

Public 
Health / Policy 

Regulatory
Affairs



*Admissions process required.
**For the most up-to-date information, contact the school or business.

PharmD Programs**

Salary Range: $35k  - $57k

Certification

Appalachian College of Pharmacy 

Hampton University School of Pharmacy 

Shenandoah University- Bernard J. Dunn School of Pharmacy

Virginia Commonwealth University (VCU) School of Pharmacy 

Licensed Pharmacist**

Salary Range: $125k – $137k

Specialized Pharmacist**

Salary Range: $125k – $160k

Starting your pharmacy career journey in high school? 
Visit virginiahealthcareers.org to learn more.
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Degrees & Certificates Guide 

AS - An Associate of Science degree is a two-year degree that combines general coursework with major-specific classes.

AAS - An Associate of Applied Science degree is a two-year college degree that focuses on a specific technical skill of 	
   applied science. 

Certificate - A certificate of study is a postsecondary credential that shows completed practical training and gained skills  
   in a specific field and carries credit.

Career Studies Certificate - A careers studies program is a short-term program that improves job skills (12-18 academic     
   credits, 15-18 months to complete). 

   
FastForward - FastForward is a short-term workforce training program that offers industry credentials and certifications  

   in a shorter time period (non-credit).


